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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x’’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ““N/A’" for “not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Ellixson, William, House

other names/site number

2. Location .
street & number  State Road 1326 [X not for publication
city, town Wilbourns [ ] vicinity
state North Carolina code NC county Granville code 077 zip code 27565
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@ private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [&] district 4 buildings
] public-State D site | sites
[:l public-Federal D structure structures
[:J object objects
5 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville listed in the National Register 0

Countsz, North Carolina

4. Staté/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby cenrtify that this
kXl nomination [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my Wye prSny%ets? does not meet the National Register criteria. (I see continuation sheet,
1) s e VL /“Z;AXY
\vg 77 /

Date

Signature of certifying official
State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[lentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.
[_ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I:I removed from the National Register.
[ ]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Aericulture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
vacant /not_in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Georeoian
L)

Qther: transitional Geargian/Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls weatherboard
roof metal
other wood

stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

mSee continuation sheet
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Cultivated fields rivnged by woods @ enframe the William

Ellixson House  and its suweviving  bright leaf tobacco era
outbuildings. The orne-story-—and-—-loft, traditicwmal  hall-parlor
plan dwelling is probably the oldest surviving home of a small
planter in the cournty. Very modestly scaled and in deteriorated
comdifiam, Ellixsonm’s rectangular house nonetheless retains  a
surprising rimber of fine GBeoygian and tramsitional

Georgian/Federal style decorative elements dativng fraom the early
pericod of the county’s planmtaticrn era of architecture. Far fewer
modest dwellings swvive in the county than large ores and  they
irvariably display fewer decorative elements thanm their larger

caunterparts. They are also in less well-kept conditiorn.
Because of their rarity, any of them, such as this one, which
retain sufficient stylistic and structural featuwes to  identify

them as being from the plantation era shaould be eligible for the
Natiormal Register.

Large cut stones form the dwellivig?s high foundation  and
the locally rare, double-shouwldered chimneys  that flank its
steeply pitched, gable end roof. Harndsomely finished box
cornices, wnderpirmed  with moldivgs a&lmost guarter—rownd in
profile and bracketed with patterrnboards, extend along its front
and  rear, three—bay facades. I spite of its deteriorated
condit 1o, the exteriocr retains much of  its original beaded
weatherboard siding. Its mnmine-aver—-rmirne windows have been
covered with metal or removed and its fromt porech is a twentieth
century addition, but its mortised and tevrcrmed  frame remains

intact.

Though its two yoom, traditionally plavved interior is tiny,
it retains a rnumber of featuwres that indicates the care with
which it was finished. Beads were scribed into the band-plarned,
board walls of both yooms and the steep boxed stair that leads
from  the larger, west room to the laft. Unfinished, the loft
retains common rafters pegged together at the ridpe. Beads also
atdory the exposed beams of the downstairs  rooms. Ar  origivial
raised, six—panel door cormects the rooms, set in a guarter—round
moldivmgs the same molding enframes the entry to the stairs.

Three ocutbuildings still stand to the west of the house ["AY
o attached sketeh mapl, dating from the property’s status as a
small, traditiocwnally cultivated, bright leaf farm. They are a
frame, board and batten, asphalt sided packhouwuse [BI1 and twao log
tobacco barns [C & DI, all built early in the twentieth century.



8. Statement of Significance

Cerlifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Inationally D statewide [:X__] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [ 1B [xJC [_]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [p [Je [JF [Ja

Significant Dates
1800-1820

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture 1800-1820 to 1937
Agriculture

Cultyral Affiliation
N/A

Sli\?nificant Person Architect/Builder
A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[ZISee continuation sheet
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The William Ellixsorn House, cre of the earliest surviving
properties ir Granville County, is probably  the oldest
representative of the dwellirg of a modest plantation era
planter. (Bee associated Historic Conmtext | -~ The Plantation Era
iv Granville County, 1746-1865) Its rarity as a representative
of  a once  large  but o vmow  almost forgotten class aof  early
riveteenth century local residents — a class that bhas left few
artifacts compared to its wealthier contemporaries — is joirned by
ather equally urusual features. It retains core of the county’s
earliest Georpian and  transitioconal Georpgian/Federal style
finishes and one of its earliest traditiornal hall-parlor  plans.
(Bee asscciated Property Type 1 - GBeorpgianm and Federal Style
Dwellirgs) Although it dis  in deteriocrated conditionw,  its
uriguerness as a refined yet traditiormal, early home of a modest
planter makes 1t ovme of the most significant plantation era
structures in the county. Rs the cernter of an approximately 290
acrea, traditionally tilled farm during the latter third of the
nireteenth cerntwry and the first half of the twentieth, it is
representative, alocng with  its tobaccoo coutbuildivrgs from the
pericd, of  a bright leaf era farm. (See associated Historic
Covmtext & -~ Byight Leaf Tobaceos and Rural Granville County, 1866-—
19537 - and asscciated Froperty Type 6 — Qubtbuildings) The
property has  been in use as a traditicrnal bright leaf tobaccoo
farm within the past 50 years; its periocd of significance has
been assipgrned a closing date of 1937, however, because it has rnot
achieved exceptional importance within the past half cerntury.

William Ellixson (will probated 1821), the house's first
kricwr awrenr, probably raised it between the opewning of the
riiveteernth cerntwry and the drafting of his will in  1820.
(Ellixscon puwrehased rumercous tracts of land alovg Aaron’s  Creel,
rnear which the house stands, between 1786 and 1827 and it carnot
be determirned from their irexact descriptions upon which tract he
built his dwelling.) The dwelling is thought to date from after
1800 because of its form, conmstruct ion and, most  wnotably, its

Georgian and transitional Gecorgian/Federal style finmish. It is
thought  to predate 1820 because of these same physical features
and becaunse of the conternt of Ellixson’s will. The will shows

his position as a modest planter in 1820, for it provides for the
disposition of six slaves, househaold anmd kitchern furrniture, and a
variety of livestook — four cows and yearlings, eight sheep, one
yoke of oxen and a cart, ore choice" horse with a saddle  and
bridle, and arn unspecified rumber of other horses and hogs [Will
Book 12, Fage 156, pyabated 18311. Ivi 1848 the house, along with
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=92  acres, was puwrehased from Ellixson’s estate by David Adeoock
[Deed Book 13, Fage 1331. The house remaivned inm his family antil
1897, at which date it was acqguired with 283 acres by James Folk
Stavall for his children, Willie H. and Mattie G. Stovall [Deed
Book 51, Fage 391. Willie bought out his sister's share in 13903
[Deed RBook €4, PFage 2021 and tilled the land as a traditional
bright leaf tobaceco farm into the 1950s; the farm and vacant
house still remaiv in his Family.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Wills. Granville Gounty Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

[:] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
[jpreviously listed in the National Register []other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register I::J Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
[:]recorded by Historic American Buildings E:]University
Survey # [:] Other
[___]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approximately 14 acres

UTM References
Al Lot b b b =3 ST I I A TR O I B A

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

o2 INVE O N T AR O A O B o} VI O I A TR B VI B A

@See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[zl See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[E]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

name/title

organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date 8/17/87

street & number _P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephpe 919-693-1491

ity or town __Oxtord state - - zip code __ 27292
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UrtM REFERENCES

Zovie Easting Nzt hivg

A 17 700980 4039380
5] 17 700840 4OEIZBO
C L7 700830 4039230
D 17 700870 40339160
= 17 700970 4039200
F 17 7TOLO10 4033140
G 17 701160 HGOEFE10

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begivnming at point Ax 17 700980 4039380 on the USGS polygor,
where the tree line tuwns west, cortimuing west in a straight
lire, alormg  the edpge of the woods, approximately 480 feet to
point  B: 17 700840 4039380 on the polydor, where the tree line

tiurrs southwest. Cort inuing southwest in a straight line, along
the edge of the woods, approximately 420 feet to point C: 17
700830 4039230 on the polygon  where the tree  line turns
scutheast. Cort ivnuing southeast in a straight line, along the
edge of the woods, appraximately 300 feet to point D: 17 700870
4039160 on the palygon, where the tree line turns east.

Cortiruwing east iv a straight line approximately 240 feet, along
the edge of the woods to point E: 17 700370 4039200, where the
tree line tuwrns south. Cortivuing south in a straight  line,
along  the edge of the woods, approximately £40 feet to point F:
17 701010 4039140 on the polygorn, where the tree line meets the
north side of State Road 1326, Cortinuing noetnwest
approximately 600 feet, alorng the rnorth side of State Road 1526,
to point Gr 17 701160 4039310 on the polygeov, where the tree line
measts the vnorth side of State Road 13Z6. Conmtivving northeast in
a straight line, alonng the edge of the woods, approximately 700
feet to the point of origiv.
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BOUNDARY_ JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 14 acres of the property that include the
dwelling, ouwtbuildings, and fields that have beewn a historic part
of  the property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the
property?’s historic setting are being nominated for the National
Register. The remaining acreage on the property has  been
excluded because it is row woodland. In this case the land use
has substantially changed so that it rno longer contributes to the
historic integrity, or historic sigrnificance of the property as a
plantaticn era o bright leaf era farm.

The rorthern  bowsdary of the nominated property From UTH
points A to B includes the farm clearing to its south and
excludes woodland to its morth. The westerr bowsdarvyy fraom  UTH
points B to O, C to D, D to E and E to F includes the
outbuildings and fields to its east and excludes woodland to its
west. The scutherr bouwndary from UTM points F to 6 includes the
farm clearing to its rnorth and excludes property rnot owned by the
owrnery to its south. The easterrn bouwndary from UTM points G to A
includes the dwelling and cutbunildings to its west and excludes
wootdland to its east.
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